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THE JIVA HILL RESORT BEGINS 
ITS TRANSFORMATION

A Serene Getaway

Located just 10 kilometres (6 miles) away from
Geneva Airport, this five-star Relais & Châteaux
resort gives guests the chance to escape the hustle
and bustle of their daily lives. This 110-acre estate is a
serene heaven of greenery extending between the
sky and the mountains.

Nestled in the heart of the Haut-Jura natural
park, the hotel blends in seamlessly with its natural
surroundings in much the same way as South African
lodges and cabins peppering the Swedish archipelago,
using wood and metal as its most distinctive features.
The buildings are scattered across a park entirely
dedicated to leisure, including a 9-hole, 18-tee golf
course, two tennis courts and a water sports centre.

In Sanskrit, Jiva means life. And it is as a testament to life and existence that
the Jiva Hill Resort was created and continues to develop today. In 2019, a 
new décor, new chef and new amenities attest to the establishment’s vitality.

Today, the resort offers 25 Deluxe rooms and two
Deluxe corner rooms, each with its own patio or
balcony, as well as four Junior Suites with a private
patio and jacuzzi. Uncluttered design, playing on
combinations of subtle and warm beige and brown
tones, gives the rooms a quiet and soft
atmosphere.

Possibilities for leisure are just as broad, with two
restaurants, a bar, a game room and cinema, a spa
featuring both an indoor and outdoor pool, as well as
a vast collection of more than 200 works of art,
bringing life to a resort where all the senses are
engaged.
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… and a Vibrant Destination

All of these factors have contributed to the success
of the Jiva Hill Resort, which began its two-phase
transformation in 2019.
The architect in charge of the project, Italian-born
Cristina Gherardi Benardeau, is bringing her own
vision to the spaces and perspectives. The first
phase of the works concerned communal areas, the
large restaurant, the bar and the exteriors – all
reopened in May 2019. The second phase of the
project involves the construction of an extension
that will increase the resort’s capacity to 52 rooms
(as of year-end), thus taking on the challenge to
keep the resort a vibrant destination.

Alongside the works, the hotel also offers a whole
new dining experience, with the arrival of Jean-
François Vasseur, a promising chef, who reinvented
the menus for both restaurants – Le Jardin and Le
Jiva (formerly Le Shamwari).

Lastly, a series of exclusive literary and musical events
contribute to the resort’s rich cultural offering, which
thereby proves its capacity to remain a vibrant
destination.
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TRANSFORMATION
A NEW LOOK INSIDE AND OUT
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Materials with Stunning Effects

Cristina Gherardi Benardeau has a special talent to
sense the magic of a place. And it is in service of the
place, as much as its owner, that she likes to put that
talent to use. The new designs she imagined for the
Jiva Hill Resort are truly a testament to her capacity
to listen.

The architect chose to build her project around the
majestic setting of its location, facing the Mont
Blanc. Regular guests of the resort will find old
circulations and perspectives have been kept, but
they will discover a brand new atmosphere and
rhythm.

Punctuated by see-through book shelves, the lobby
incorporates a series of recesses and lounge sets.
The space feels more intimate, with no
unnecessary ornamentation. Choices of materials,
for instance concrete and walnut, were made to
echo the landscape.

Fabrics selected from among the collections of
textile brands including Pierre Frey, Créations
Métaphores, Holland & Sherry, Verel de Belval,
convey a sense of warm and welcoming
elegance, while the furniture brings movement
through clean and simple lines.

Elements designed by the architect are paired with
vintage pieces carefully picked out from flea
markets.

The Jiva Hill Resort is transforming under
Cristina Gherardi Benardeau’s expert direction.

Lobby - 3D rendering

« What I’m trying to do is not to achieve a
spectacular design, but rather to create an
ambiance that is appealing to the senses.

And that’s accomplished through the careful
selection of fabrics and objects, which contribute
to making each and every guest feel a sense of
belonging. »

Cristina Gherardi Benardeau



For the Italian-born architect Cristina Gherardi, luxury is a familiar language. She spent her entire career playing with its
codes, applying her expertise in service of high-end retail concepts and, later on, private residences.
Between 1994 and 2000, she was hired to design all of the Christian Dior stores worldwide.
Later on, she moved to New York, where she was in charge of launching the new Giorgio Armani Interior Design Studio,
before she went on to head the Milan Studio starting in 2005. For more than ten years, she oversaw design projects for
large residences, yachts and real estate projects around the globe.
In 2011, after a second, shorter stint at Christian Dior, she founded her own studio in Paris. In her projects, Cristina
Gherardi develops an essentially architectural approach. And though each project is strongly informed by her client’s
personality, she always succeeds in contributing her own expertise, bridging French art de vivre, Italian design and
American comfort.
Projects by CG Design cover a number of areas, including retail, hospitality, residences, yachts and private jets. In
2016, Cristina Gherardi received three ShowBoats Design Awards (exterior design, interior design and holistic design)
for the 83.5-metre (274’) Feadship Savannah, a new-generation super-yacht that embodies a certain idea of luxury.
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Cristina Gherardi Benardeau :
Architecture Before Décor

This feeling of comfort is associated with a refined
palette of colours, which combines shades of cream
white, copper and rust with natural fibres.

The décor features strong statement pieces,
including an oversized table inspired by designer
Georges Nakashima, and bronze wall lamps from the
60s. Out on the patio, a flock of Batten teak chairs
designed by Thinkk Studio for Tectona stand facing
the Mont Blanc.

The bar and restaurant areas offer a similar vibe.
With a chic and casual feel, they integrate exclusive
materials – a common thread throughout the
entire project. Underfoot, the floors are solid smoked
oak. Concrete is also featured prominently, with
occasional elements of metal to bring the design to
life. The beige leather bench seats are piled with
velvet cushions in matching colours. Le Jiva restaurant

Lobby lounge - 3D rendering



Outside, a second swimming pool was built in
continuity with the indoor pool. Created both for
relaxation and recreation, this 16-metre (53’) long
rectangular pool features water jets for relaxing
massages. The slate tiles give a contrasting effect
with the teak-clad beach, where sun loungers stretch
underneath taupe-coloured parasols.

The Jiva Hill Resort’s renovation project also aimed at offering even better working conditions for staff, which is
why it included the construction of a new residential building for employees, as well as a second building housing
the staff canteen. In a region where real estate prices are very high, these facilities contribute to making the Jiva
Hill Resort more competitive and giving employees a greater sense of loyalty. The resort is therefore able to attract
the very best talents, ensure greater team cohesion and higher quality of service.
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In January 2020, the Jiva Hill Resort will launch a
new building designed by Cristina Gherardi. With
the greatest respect for the natural surroundings,
she designed a new extension housing 20 additional
rooms.

Wilderness in the Garden

The project also included landscape design. Together
with the estate’s gardeners, Cristina Gherardi
worked to instil greater spontaneity in the planted
areas. Nature is now left in charge, to delight guests
with its uncalculated beauty.

« I like architecture that has a presence. 
So I wanted spaces and materials that

conveyed a sense of serenity. »

Both Brutalist and safe, concrete feels reassuringly
strong. This sensation is balanced by the planked
walls and hardwood floors, all crafted from local
timber.

Caring for our Staff

Expansion of the Spa Area 2020 Extension

Staff villa - 3D rendering

Room in the 2020 extension - 3D renderingOutdoor pool & pool house - - 3D rendering



A NEW CULINARY EXPERIENCE

With the arrival of Chef Jean-François Vasseur, restaurants at
the Jival Hill Resort showcase a bold new cuisine.
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Chef Jean-François Vasseur

In his early forties, the young chef who earned
his stripes at the Grand Hôtel du Lac in Vevey,
Switzerland, now boasts extensive experience.
Trained in the Michelin-starred kitchens of
several well-respected hotels, his cuisine
spotlights products, seasonality and
authentic tastes – values he inherited from a
childhood spent deeply rooted in the earth. The
son of a vegetable farmer based in Northern
France, Chef Vasseur was initiated to quality
from a very early age. It became the basis for
his craft. And in order to find that quality, he
cultivates an extensive network of farmers
and suppliers, establishing longstanding
friendships with them.

For the Jiva Hill Resort, he imagined several new
concepts, with menus that will change five times
a year to reflect local harvest seasons.

Le Jiva: Chic Bistro

This first of the Jiva Hill Resort’s eatery has a new
name and a new décor. The brand new dining
establishment has a distinctive slant towards chic
bistro culture. The most exclusive products
are taken for a walk on the wild side. On the
menu, half lobster poached and grilled, braised
sweetbreads and confit pigeon legs and roasted
breasts set the tone of the menu. The
fundamentals of the great French cuisine are
expressed in the attention to cooking times, the
originality of garnishes and the intensity of sauces.
Over time, the chef intends to give free rein to his
creativity. A long-time admirer of Paul Bocuse
and Pierre Gagnaire, he strives to reach a balance
between the spontaneity of the market and
the surprise of unprecedented pairings. A
sensational culinary experience!



light, Le Jardin is the perfect place for a gourmet
break. Facing the restaurant, the bar provides an
extension to this culinary experience with a
selection of cocktails created by the head
bartender, in a warm setting overlooking the pool.
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Le Jardin: Travelling Around the 

Mediterranean

Le Jiva restaurant

At Le Jardin, Jean-François Vasseur plays the
Mediterranean card and invites us on a journey.
There, traditions from Italy, Provence, Spain,
Lebanon and Morocco interact in a vibrant dialogue.
The result is a collection of colourful dishes and
clearly recognisable flavours. The exotic has never
felt so close.

Set in the heart of the hotel, with a beautiful view
of the garden of seasons, and bathed in natural



FORME AND WELLNESS
À LA CARTE

Now in & outdoor, the Jiva Hill Resort Spa carries 
a comprehensive wellness and fitness offering.

The Nordic Experience

Another discovery to be made in the gardens at the
Jival Hill Resort is the Nordic Spa ritual. After a dip
in a crisp 10°C pool for a length of time, hole up in
the warmth of a cabin made from Canadian red
cedar for a quiet and comforting time. This relaxing
experience is available by reservation for guests
wishing to enjoy it privately.

A Broad Choice of Treatments

Inside, the 17-metre (55’) pool stretches across a
large hall bathed in natural light. Around it, a jacuzzi, a
sauna and a hammam complete the relaxing
experience. And for guests in search of more
energetic activities, a fitness room is set to reopen in
June.

Several treatment and massage rooms can be booked
for private appointments. A selection of Carita©
treatments are available for the face and the body.
The action of the skincare products is reinforced by
bespoke treatments that combine modern
massage techniques and ancestral therapies. An
experience beyond time.
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Outside, a new 16-metre (53’) pool with water jets
is now open for guests. An ideal solution to turn your
sunbathing break into an energising moment.



SPORT, FUN AND CULTURE:
NEVER A DULL MOMENT

The Jiva Hill estate is a picture-perfect playground for guests, who will enjoy a
wide choice of sports and activities with the Jura Mountains as a backdrop.

Golf and Tennis: the Pro Touch

At the Jival Hill Resort, golf and tennis are the kings
of sports. They are supervised all year round by a
team of high-level players, who are happy to share
their expertise with hotel guests.

With 9 holes and 18 tee boxes, the golf course
delights experienced golfers and beginners alike. The
former appreciate the sensations of a course which
retains its natural undulations and flora, while the
latter enjoy its accessibility and the added perk of a
training area with 240-metre driving range,
featuring targets and a fairway bunker. The artificial
grass putting greens ensure guests are able to play
all year round.
Two golf pros – Cédric Steinmetz and Françoise
Robardey – are also available to offer guests advice
on how to improve their golfing skills.

The same spirit of teaching is found on the two
tennis courts, with the presence of a coach year
round.
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The Jiva Hill Resort offers a very broad choice of
sports and activities: golfing, tennis, water skiing,
wakeboarding on the nearby water sports centre,
cycling, jogging, etc. Not to mention helicopter tours
leaving from the hotel.

Located just 5 minutes away from the resort, the
Monts Jura ski resort offers additional choices of
activities, with cross-country and alpine skiing, via
ferratas, treetop adventure courses and paintball
fields.



Fun at le Tripot, Relaxing at L’Eden

Le Tripot is a games room where guests can retire
with friends after ordering a drink from the bar to play
a game of pool or darts. With a nicely vintage feel, this
room cultivates a sense of nostalgia through a 1958
Seeburg jukebox, a 1946 table-football table and an
AC/DC pinball machine.
And cinema lovers will not want to miss L’Éden: a
media room offering a selection of 150 classic films
and new releases from International cinema; an
experience complete with pop-corn, ice cream and
candy.

Wines, Music, Literature : Events for

Every Taste

Wine tasting evenings have become a regular event at
the Jiva Hill Resort. The programme now also includes
a range of diverse events, including literary and musical
events organised once every two weeks to give guests
a chance to share their passion amongst
enthusiasts.

Private Collection

The Jiva Hill Resort has on display a private collection
of works of art on the themes of nature and the city.
More than 200 pieces – sculptures, drawings,
paintings and photographs – by some of the world’s
most renowned contemporary artists, including:

Alessandro Twombly, Georg Baselitz, Raphael Hefti,
Jim Dine, Donald Baechler, Bruce Rae, Roberto
Dutesco , Ron Van Dongen, Louise Bourgeois, Mark
Lewis, Bradford Washburn, Tara Donovan, Kcho, Jiri
Georg Dokoupil, Anatoly Zverev, Sovann Kim, Markus
Raetz.
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During evenings and on rainy days, the games room (Le
Tripot), the chance to view films in the private cinema
(L’Éden) and themed events (wine tastings, readings, art
shows) eliminate any chance of boredom.

Visuels art dans l’hotel



A FAMILY-FRIENDLY GETAWAY

These gestures have earned the hotel both The
Little Guest Hotels Collection and ChicKids
labels, which reward those hospitality
establishments that strive to offer the best possible
experience to child guests.

Two new family suites will open in January 2020 in
addition to the already existing four Junior Suites.
They will consist of a master bedroom, a child’s room,
two bathrooms and a shared living room.

The Jiva Hill Resort has become a popular family destination, thanks to 
activity programmes and amenities tailored specifically for families, 

as well as a broad offering for children.

The Champions Academy

The Jiva Hill Golf Club’s golf and tennis academy
welcomes all children, beginners and experienced
alike, to introduce them to golf and tennis, to give
them tips on how to improve their game and to
instil the values of sportsmanship in them!
Golf classes are offered to children aged 5 years old
or more and tennis classes to children aged 4 years
old or more. Multi-day training courses are also
available during school holidays.

Beginner’s classes for water skiing and scuba-diving
(in the pool) are also offered at the resort, and
young guests have access to bikes, balance bicycles
and scooters, along with the helmets needed to
ensure their safety. The resort is not close to any
roads, so the children can walk around the grounds
and play outside in a safe environment.

Lastly, a playroom (activity toys, board games, etc.)
is offered to child guests during school holidays, and
cooking lessons and other arts and crafts activities
are available during the Christmas holidays

Spa Options for Children
The Jiva Hill Resort gives its younger guests the
chance to discover the spa experience in a fun
and original way. A complete range of treatments
and massages was developed specifically for children:
the Escale Frimoussette package, the Tinker Bell
Fingers hand care, particularly well-suited for young
girls who wish to start caring for their nails, the
relaxing massage Smooth care… All of our beauty
products are organic, to preserve children’s skin.

A Tailored Culinary Offering
Both of the hotel’s restaurants carry children’s
menus, to offer them their first taste of
gastronomy.
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A UNIQUE VENUE FOR 
CORPORATE EVENTS
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The location and facilities of the Jiva Hill Resort make it a 
great option to host corporate events. 

The resort has four reception rooms, ranging from
60 to 200 sqm (645 to 2,150 sq ft) in size, all with
their own outdoor patio.

Fully equipped, each reception room can be booked
with any of several packages available, designed
specifically to host work sessions, cocktail events,
parties, new year’s dinners, product launches, etc.

A Luxurious Natural Setting for 
Private Events

For companies wishing to organise team-building
events, the resort offers a broad choice of
indoor and outdoor activities:

Golf competitions or beginner’s classes, water skiing,
water sports at Eurolac, yoga classes, tennis
tournaments, orientation races, archery, paintball,
treetop adventure courses, mountain biking, wine
tastings, treks in the Jura Mountains, dog sled rides, etc.



PRACTICAL INFORMATION

About the Jiva Hill Resort

The Jiva Hill Resort is set on a vast estate just a 15
minutes’ drive from Geneva Airport, bracketed by the
Mont Blanc and the Jura Mountains. A destination in its
own right, this five-star Relais & Châteaux resort
combines the joys of sports, wellness, gastronomy and
culture in a breathtaking and well-preserved natural
setting. The 31 rooms and suites are distributed in
different buildings, elevated in the style of South African
lodges and boasting an architectural style that allows
them to blend in with their natural surroundings.

In 2019, the Jiva Hill Resort gets a complete makeover,
with new designs by architect Cristina Gherardi (creating
an outdoor pool, new layout for communal spaces and
restaurants, etc.) and the arrival of Chef Jean-François
Vasseur. The transformation will carry on into early
2020, with 20 additional new rooms and suites set to
open next year.

In Short

§ A five-star resort affiliated to Relais & Châteaux 
§ A stunning location just 15 minutes from Geneva Airport
§ A 110-acre private estate in the heart of the Haut-Jura

Natural Park
§ 31 rooms, with capacity increased to 52 rooms in 2020
§ A bistronomic restaurant: Le Jiva
§ A second eatery: Le Jardin
§ A lounge bar
§ A Spa: outdoor pool, indoor heated pool, solarium, sauna,

hammam, jacuzzi, treatment rooms, fitness room, nordic spa
§ Golf Club: 9 holes, 18 tee boxes, 4,000 metres (4,375 yds)
§ Tennis Club: 2 courts
§ Other activities at the resort include cycling, tennis, jogging,

games room, media room for private screenings, etc.
§ Activities available nearby include cross-country skiing at Le

Col de la Faucille and alpine skiing from the Crozet ski lift,
water sports at Eurolac: wakeboarding, water skiing, etc.

§ More than 200 works of contemporary art on display
§ 4 meeting rooms from 60 to 200 sqm (645 to 2,150 sq ft)

each with breathtaking vistas
§ A fully-equipped heliport

Address and 
Contact Information

Jiva Hill Resort *****
Route d’Harée

01170 Crozet, France

T +33 (0)4 50 28 48 48
welcome@jivahill.com

www.jivahill.com

Rate range
Deluxe rooms, Deluxe corner rooms, 

Junior Suites: from 300 to  605 euros
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Fabrice Mercier, 
General Manager at Jiva Hill Resort
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Agence 14 septembre
Isabelle Crémoux-Mirgalet

and Mathilde Tabone

T +33 (0)4 78 69 30 95
M +33 (0)7 72 77 40 20
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